A Funeral for the Old Man

Acts 8:26-40 [-] — As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to
him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” %7 So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia,
a eunuch of great authority under the Kandake, the queen of
Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he
was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud
from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside
the carriage.”

30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet
Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”

31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?”
And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.

32 The passage of Scripture he had been reading was this: “He
was led like a sheep to the slaughter. And as a lamb is silent be-
fore the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 33 He was humiliat-
ed and received no justice. Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking
about himself or someone else?” 35 So beginning with this same
Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus.

36 As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” 38 He
ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water,
and Philip baptized him.

39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
snatched Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went
on his way rejoicing. 4 Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther
north at the town of Azotus. He preached the Good News there
and in every town along the way until he came to Caesarea.

Richards: | remember what a relief it was to discover that I was
not required nor did I need to go back into my past and find



ways to overcome all the hurt, pain, rejection, and sin of that old
man. He really is dead! I went to his funeral...it is called water
baptism. That was the point where [ accepted the death of the
old and the resurrection of the new.

Matthew 28:19, 20 - Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 2° teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age.” Amen.

Romans 6:1-11 [-] — Well then, should we keep on sinning so
that God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of
course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live
in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with
Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? 4 For we died
and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we
also may live new lives.

5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also
be raised to life as he was. ® We know that our old sinful selves
were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our
lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with
Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 8 And since we died
with Christ, we know we will also live with him. ® We are sure of
this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never
die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 1© When he
died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he
lives, he lives for the glory of God. 1! So you also should consider

yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through
Christ Jesus.

* - [-] — Even so consider yourselves also dead to
sin and your relation to it broken, but alive to God [living in

unbroken fellowship with Him] in Christ Jesus.



Colossians 2:11-14 - /n Him you were also circumcised with the
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the
sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him
in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith
in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you,
being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you
all trespasses, % having wiped out the handwriting of require-
ments that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has
taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Richards: Some cutting-edge research indicates that our heart,
not our intellect, gives us our long-term memories. Our long-
term memories combine to establish our identity. But, when we
accept Jesus, we are supposed to believe in our heart that God
raised Him from the dead. As we renew our mind, we are to be-
lieve in our heart that Christ lives in us. And this serves to
change the experience of our heart.

One of the ways you know that you believe something at the
heart level, as opposed to the intellectual level, is that this belief
alters your sense of identity. Until your belief in New Testament
truth changes the way you see yourself, it is more of an intellec-
tual concept than a heart belief!l Until it is a heart belief, it will
not change your life.

We can’t get on with resurrection life if all of our focus is on
our former life. That life was a shame. Let it die the death it de-
serves.



